THE GREAT STATE

ing to do with either as things stand even if the
special corruption incidental to the English political
system was removed, for Slociim has no organised
and articulate political existence. In a word? it
has no initiative, and has to take its programme
from Sir Josiah, and Sir Josiah from whatever
Unknown Powers may have decreed his candidature.
It is obvious that if we are to have democracy this
state of things must be ended. Whatever body of
men elect, our representatives must be organised for
collective action, must be articulate, must be ca-
pable of framing their own demands, of choosing,
controlling, and, if need be, punishing their ser-
vants,

I am inclined to think that it will eventually be
found that a better system of representation can be
obtained by representing men by their guilds or
trades rather than by their localities. The geo-
graphical method of election really dates back to a
time when small local units, still essentially in the
phase of the Normal Social Life, had a natural
homogeneity. They have no such homogeneity
to-day. The State no longer consists of a collection
of village communes; nor is the type of State the
government of which we are here discussing con-
ceived as being organised in such a fashion. But
the State must always consist of groups of citizens
co-operating for certain necessary social purposes,
and it is to the Guilds, which will naturally, under
a system of co-operative production, spring up
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